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The Amirs, the executive officers, and the soldiers remained
in Damascus until the survivors should arrive and it should be
known who had died and who was still alive. It was said that
the Amirs when in Damascus had no protection from the
burning sun, until their servants made them shelters from
branches of trees. As to Sellm Shah Ibn 'Othman, he took
up his quarters in the Maidan of Aleppo. Then Amir al-
Mu'minin al-Mutewekkil eala Allah approached him and the
three chief judges, Kemal al-Din al-Tawil, Muhyi al-Din
al-Demiri, Shihab al-Din Futulii, of the Shafi'i Maliki and
Hanbali sects respectively. Kadi Mahmud Ibn al-Shilinah
had fled with the troops to Damascus, having been plundered
of all his baggage and clothing. He arrived at Damascus in
a miserable condition.

It was said that when the Amir al-Mu'minin presented himself
to Ibn 'Othman in the Maidan, the latter treated him with
respect and asked him to be seated. He inquired where he
came from, and on being told from Baghdad promised to send
him back there ; but many different stories were circulated on
the subject. When the Khalifah requested leave to depart
the Sultan presented him with a robe of honour from his own
clothing, and gave him a sum of money and sent him back to
Aleppo, putting him under observation SD that he should not
escape.

The story told about the three judges was that the Sultan
abused them and said that they took bribes for their
administration of the Sacred Law, and canvassed for offices
by bribery; that not one of them set an example of good
conduct, for they did not prevent their Sultan from oppressing
the people but looked on at this and did not condemn it.
All kinds of strange stories were told and credited as true.

I was informed by one who saw Selim Shah Ibn 'Othman
that he was a square-built, broad-chested man, of a fair
complexion, wide between the eyes, with an aquiline nose
[perhaps a misprint for Akna*l9Anf(l)]9 a stout figure, with
a moustache, but no beard, big-headed, wearing a small